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HEADLINE NEWS CARING ABOUT COMMUNITIESAWARDSTHE FUTURE

IMERYS CUSTOMER 

PIGMENT COURSE D

Pigments for Paper North America hosted its fourth customer
pigment course in Milledgeville, Georgia during the last week of
April.  Many of our largest customers were represented among
the 31 attendees, including SAPPI, NewPage, Catalyst, Verso,
Kruger, MeadWestvaco, Suzano and StoraEnso. Attendees came
from paper mills, research centres and corporate offices located 
in the U.S., Canada and Brazil. They learned about our products,
mineral processing, coating and filling applications, and other
subjects related to paper technology. They also toured the
Sandersville operations and technology center.  We received a lot
of positive feedback, including one attendee who stated that they
gained more value and useful information from our course than a 
university coating short course. 

PAPERCON 2010 D
IMERYS received a lot of exposure at TAPPI PaperCon in Atlanta 
in May.  The theme of TAPPI’s annual paper industry event was
“Talent, Technology and Transformation.”  Tony Hiorns was
awarded the Coating and Graphic Arts Division Technical Award
and the Charles W. Engelhard prize. Tony Lyons won the 
Leadership and Service Award and the DuPont Soy Polymers prize.
John Husband became a Tappi Fellow.  Several Imerys employees
wrote and presented papers or chaired a session. This list included
Chris Nutbeem, Janet Preston, Graham O’Neill, John Husband,
Tony Hiorns, Tony Lyons, Paul Meizanis and Rajan Iyer. One paper
entitled “The Influence of Kaolin Aspect Ratio on Offset Printabil-
ity,” written by Chris Nutbeem, Janet Preston, Tony Hiorns and
John Husband, won an award for the Best Coating Paper.  Paul
Meizanis participated in the Sustainability Forum, speaking on
sustainability within IMERYS. Graham O’Neill also presented a
paper and Rajan Iyer co-authored a paper and chaired a session.
IMERYS had a booth in the exhibition hall where current 
customers and new contacts learned more about our business
and our products. If you want to read more about the conference,
go to www.papercon.org

JAPAN SD AWARDED PROJECT –

NIIGATA GCC ENVIRONMENTALLY

FRIENDLY PLANT DESIGND

The Niigata GCC plant has been built as a satellite plant for
Hokuetsu paper in Niigata city. The plant is located less than
3km away from the centre of the city close to a residential area.
To ensure good relationships with neighbours, the environmental
impact caused by the operation of the plant has been carefully
controlled. During the initial planning stages close attention was
paid to the potential environmental impact brought about by the
operation of the plant such as noise, dust and storm (waste) water.

Noise Control: all the potential sources of noise, and the possible
causes in relationship to the operation of the plant, were listed.
These were then evaluated and a noise control method selected.
Noise control can be achieved relatively easily by purchasing 
expensive design methods and technology, but by using natural
noise control methods called “Distance Decay” IMERYS were able to
save cost. To get the effect of distance decay, all noise generating
facilities were designed to be located as close to the centre of the
site as possible. 

White Water: the operation was designed to keep white water
within the production building. For storm water, the rain data in
Niigata city was checked and Imerys calculated the potential 
volumes for storm water treatment and ensured the correct
pump was installed to manage the excess water.

Dust Control: IMERYS ensured the conveyer was completely 
covered. Therefore dust was prevented from being blown away 
by wind. At the same time, this cover prevented the marble from
getting wet as Niigata is particularly wet in the winter season. 
A fully covered conveyer also prevents marble chips from falling
out of the conveyer system. This improves workers safety around
the conveyor belts. The chips and dust remain inside the enclosed
spaces, so we need to remove the collected dust and chips 
periodically. Dust control is not easy but we make every effort 
to keep dust to a minimum.

To date, there have been no complaints about noise, waste water
and dust. We have maintained good relationships with our 
neighbours in the immediate area, and believe this is proof that
the Niigata GCC plant design has worked well for environmental
impact control. 

IMERYS SUPPORTS MISSIONARY

NURTURING ANGOLAN FUTURED
MISS RUTH HADLEY WHO WAS EDUCATED IN CORNWALL, HAS

BEEN A MISSIONARY IN ANGOLA FOR 28 YEARS. HER LIFE'S 

AMBITION HAS BEEN TO PROVIDE BASIC EDUCATION FOR 

VILLAGE CHILDREN, AND IN JUST THE PAST 7 YEARS SHE HAS

SUPERVISED THE BUILDING AND SETTING UP OF A SEVEN

CLASS-ROOMED PRIMARY SCHOOL AT AN OLD MISSION BASE

CALLED CAMUNDAMBALA. THERE ARE NOW THREE HUNDRED

PUPILS ON THE ROLL AND MANY ON THE WAITING LIST.

Since things began in earnest in the school IMERYS Pigments for
Paper have kindly allowed the end of rolls and other cut paper to
be set aside to be sent out for use in this school. These supplies
leave St Austell to go to a container depot near London and from
there, together with other aid materials, they go via the port of
London to Luanda and then on a one thousand kilometre journey
inland to the school. 

TEACHERS GO

BACK TO SCHOOLD
WINNER OF THE IMERYS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
CHALLENGE 2009 FOR COMMUNITY – EDUCATION

IMERYS Rio Capim Caulim (IRCC) is currently running two 
elementary school teacher-training projects in northern Brazil 
as part of the Group's Environmental Education Program.
The IMERYS Pigments for Paper plant in Brazil is located in 
the northern state of Pará in an area that has recently been 
industrialized, but continues to suffer from a shortage of skilled
labour and qualified teachers. In May 2008, IMERYS RCC's
Jacilaine Contente set out to help counter this by launching a
two-year initiative to train teachers working in the elementary
schools of Barcarena, where the plant is located, and Ipixuna, the
mining site. "We have built up the programme with the support
of educational and environmental authorities in the Pará cities 
involved, and consultants from Pará State University." explains
Glaydon Sousa, the senior manager who validated Jacilaine’s 
initiative. "We are hoping to turn it into a long-lasting venture
that will become a reference in training, preservation and 
sustainable development."

A MIX OF THEORY AND PRACTICE
One month later, IMERYS RCC followed this initiative with the
launch of another Environmental Programme operation destined
to improve the skills of the teachers at the Pica-Pau Amarelo 
elementary school at Vila do Conde in Barcarena. This one-year
project, which is also part of the "Light of Tomorrow" social 
programme, involved workshops and seminars that combine 
theory and practice, reading sessions and debates on texts on 
the Amazon people and their way of life. "The teachers were 
very receptive," says Jacilaine, "and their teaching performance
improved markedly in just two months. We also involved the 
students, using audio, video, sports and educational games, and
are banking on them to spread sustainable principles through
their neighborhoods."
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